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Banker's love of baking leads to sweet new career

By CATHERINE CURAN

ACHEL  Thebaub

kwves Las Viegas, but

gl never befd mone
than her preset limit ot the
blackjack table.

_Hrﬁmwirlsf;aklm Ii-’ttr;
wise indformmed her approac
10 marlng » business, Refore
opening Tribeca Theats in
Jansary, Thebault spemt
almanst & decade taking small
sheps away from her (irs
carcer a8 an  levestmem
betiker, researching culinary
schools online after odfice
ali-nighters, and boning ber
skills making desserts for
friemds” panies.

Today, instead of working
ol and equity offer-
ings, it spends her
davs developing  creative
flavors and mansging her
edpling business.

"I was MLDWM'}";TTIM“-

she says. n
ITm:hmm I want i
fallow oy passion”

That passion ook oot

carly Adter gening an Eaxsy-
Bake Owen for Christmas
when she was 8 Thebaul
stayved up adl night haking.
Bagt shwe had a head for
asiness, toc, During =am-
mers af the beach, she
hawked smi¥ed animals won
sl the boardwalk — priced
sccurding (o size.
“When people  asked
what | wanted to be when [
grew up. I'd say A busi-

nesswoman,” * she recalls.
“l thought it was the
coolest thing in the workd,

awning a bl|.|.'l|.|:r|::=

A Colgate  University
Thehault was the type o
bubld bher nesume with hi
profile - imternships  rat
than kick back a1 the beach
A mamemer ot Merrill Lynch
bedore sendor year earned
Iseer the chanoe 1o Feturn for
=twmmﬂrﬁm

dr:hldrd!’nr‘-‘-'sﬁ

She liked the work, I:lul!
giill felr the call of the
kitchen Al biomee, she start-

cd an after-hours business
making chocolates  and
desserts for parties and
weddings. Her mother and
hushand worked assembly-
line sivle ar the dining

roam table, kelping pack up

the poodies.
"It was Hie Willy Wonks
and the Chocolate Factore™

Mew  Year's Eve N3

muarked her toming point
Thebanlt bro a barch af
her mini & »  cranch
chocolates o a . amd
the reactlon convinced her
she could do more than
chikrn oul treats for friends.
Soon she plunked down a
deposit at the Instinate for
Culinary FEdocatiom In
Chelsea. Onby then — when
it was 1o Lare 10 back oul
— diid she give notice.
Thebault smudied euli-
A Tha T T
try ing. Then, in spring
2008, her daaghter, Marin,
wias born — adding another
wrinkle 1o a career in flux
“People would ask, 5o,

yidg guit your job o go o
auilinary school and now vou
have a baby What's your
plasi® 1 had no plan, and @
wacs scary o sdmib it”
Thebault had ooe  big
podnt im her fvor though
“I'm a Type A personality in
a Type A city,” she admies.
After some time off, she
slarted a small catering buasi-
ness st bome, Step by step,
she inched closer to starting
rm]] business, exhibiting
thee Mew Yook chooolaie
ﬂ'rl!m' amid scouling Spaces
ar her TribeCa apammeni.

A L200Fsquane-foot space
ofi Reade Sirect  secmed
right for her viskon:; a shop
combining the ok of an
ughan lofi with rreags remi-
nizcent of an clegant Furoe
pean bakery, A r b=
tric supply store, it needed
a vodal cverhaul, which ran
into six Mgures,

=1 had no idea what 1 was
gyt b L

0
selling cake plales, -:mh
books and other gift inems,
abang with a meenu of cdhoco-
lates, conltes and cakes.

.mmﬂmmwmwlﬂnllmmﬂm

Hine months later, The-
baualt = adapting her busi-
ness reckpe 1o the reality of
life on Reade Strect. Bather
than baking. she spends
menst of Hl'l.Lmln.:ﬁinﬂ:mc
com , which she ha
[1+] ﬂm o othier rirl-n.-m.l:"El

While she pats im M-boar
days to make ber big bet
pay off, customsers like the
aned she recemlly ran inbo
near the bakery help her
Shay motrvated.

=T'wo kids walking down
thee street said to me, That's
thee cupcake Lady? =



